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Department of Curriculum & Instruction 

 

First Grade Social Studies  
 

Unit 1-3 Thinking Like a Geographer and Historian 

Time Frame 10/13-11/20 

Big Ideas 
1. Geography is the study of the Earth and the ways we interact with Earth.  
2. Geographers uses five themes to study the Earth and its people.  
3. Historians uses historical thinking skills to explain why humans live the way they do.  

Essential 
Questions 

1. Why do people study the past?  
2. Why is important to use geographic skills?  
3. Why is it important to use historical thinking skills?  

TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

Spiraled Readiness 
1.14E explain how patriotic customs and celebrations reflect American 
individualism and freedom 

explain how patriotic customs and celebrations reflect American individualism and freedom 

Spiraled Supporting 
1.14F identify Constitution Day as a celebration of American freedom. 

 
identify 

Constitution day  

Readiness 
1.3A distinguish among past, present, and future; 

distinguish among past, present, and future; 

Readiness 
1.3C create a calendar and simple timeline. 

identify historical figures such as: 
 Benjamin Franklin 
 Francis Scott Key 
 Eleanor Roosevelt 

who have exemplified good citizenship 

Readiness 
1.4A locate places using the four cardinal directions 

locate places using the four cardinal directions 
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TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

Readiness 
1.5B locate the community, Texas, and the United States on maps and globes. 

locate  the community 
 Texas 
 the United States 

on maps and globes. 

Readiness 
1.6A identify and describe the physical characteristics of place such as 
landforms, bodies of water, natural resources, and weather; 

Identify 
describe 

the physical characteristics of place such as: 
 landforms 
 bodies of water 
 natural resources 
 weather 

Readiness 
1.6C identify and describe how the human characteristics of place such as 
shelter, clothing, food, and activities are based upon geographic location. 

Identify 
describe 

how the human characteristics of place such as: 
 shelter 
 clothing 
 food 
 activities 

are based upon geographic location 

Readiness 
1.15A describe and explain the importance of various beliefs, customs, 
language, and traditions of families and communities 

Describe 
explain 

the importance of various 
 beliefs 
 customs 
 language 
 traditions 

Supporting 
1.3B describe and measure calendar time by days, weeks, months, and years 

Describe 
measure 

calendar time by 
 days 
 weeks 
 months 
 years 

Supporting 
1.4B describe the location of self and objects relative to other locations in the 
classroom and school. 

describe the location of self and objects relative to other locations in the classroom and school 

Supporting 
1.5A create and use simple maps such as maps of the home, classroom, 
school, and community 

Create 
use 

use simple maps such as: 
 maps of the home 
 classroom 
 school 
 community 

Supporting 
1.6B identify examples of and uses for natural resources in the community, 
state, and nation 

identify examples of and uses for natural resources in the 
 community 
 state 
 nation 

Supporting  
1.15B explain the way folktales and legends such as Aesop's fables reflect 
beliefs, customs, language, and traditions of communities.  

 

explain the way folktales and legends such as Aesop's fables reflect 
 beliefs 
 customs 
 language 
 traditions of communities 
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TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

Processing Skill 
1.17A obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such 
as conversations, interviews, and music; 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such as: 
 conversations 
 interviews 
 music 

Processing Skill 
1.17B obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources 
such as pictures, symbols, electronic media, maps, literature, and artifacts 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as: 
 pictures 
 symbols 
 electronic media 
 maps 
 literature 
 artifacts 

Processing Skill 
1.17C sequence and categorize information. 

Sequence 
categorize 

information 

Processing Skill 
1.18A express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 

express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 

Processing Skill 
1.18B create and interpret visual and written material. 

Create 
interpret 

visual and written material 

Processing Skill 
1.19A use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, 
list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and 
implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution 

use a problem-solving process to 
 identify a problem 
 gather information 
 list and consider options 
 consider advantages and disadvantages 
 choose and implement a solution 
 evaluate the effectiveness of the solution 

Processing Skill 
1.19B use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a 
decision, gather information, generate options, predict outcomes, take action to 
implement a decision, and reflect on the effectiveness of that decision. 

use a decision-making process to 
 identify a situation that requires a decision 
 gather information 
 generate options 
 predict outcomes 
 take action to implement a decision 
 reflect on the effectiveness of that decision 

 

Tier I Instructional Strategies – Classroom Instruction for All Students 
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Critical Writing Prompts 

1. What does geography mean? Why is it important to study geography?  
2. Explain the difference between weather and climate.  

https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671425/Landform%20Booklet.docx?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Thinking%20Like%20a%20Historian%20Resource.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Cause%20and%20Effect%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671421/Introduction%20Poem%20Lincoln.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671421/Research%20Abraham%20Lincoln.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671421/Motives%20Lincoln.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671421/Timeline%20Lincoln.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671425/Landform%20Memory%20Game.pdf?api=v2
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3. How can thinking like a historian help you in your life right now? Give examples!   

Vocabulary 

Cardinal Directions  
Climate 
Compass Rose  
Continent  
Countries  
Earth 
Environment 
Equator 
Geography 
Globe 
Hemisphere 
 

Key (Map) 
Lakes 
Landforms 
Landscapes 
Latitude 
Legend 
Longitude 
Map 
Moon 
Mountains 
Oceans 

 

Prime Meridian 
Region 
Relative/Absolute Location Resources 
Rivers 
Spatial 
Stars 
States 
Sun 
World  

 

Sample STAAR or STAAR-Like Assessment Items  

*The following sample questions are one of many ways to assess the TEKS student expectation.  

A formal end of unit assessment is not required to be administered. 

 Things Students Should Be Able To Discuss From This Unit:  

1. Different types of landforms  
2. Different types of bodies of water  
3. What are maps and globes and why are they used  
4. Different types of natural resources  
5. What is means to “think like a geographer”  

Resources 

*The suggested resources are one of many ways to address the TEKS student expectation.  

 What Is Geography? 
 Geography-The Science of Our World 
 History.Com 
 History for Kids 

 
Videos 

 5 Themes of Geography Song 
 Learn About Maps- Symbols, Map Key, Compass Rose 
 Learn Geography With Dr. Binocs 
 Landforms, Hey!:CrashCourseKids#17.1 
 Regions of the USA | Geography for Kids | Kids Academy 

file://///Users/jenniferjohnson/Desktop/2nd%20Grade%20SS/What%20Is%20Geography%25253F
https://www.geography.com/
https://www.history.com/
https://www.ducksters.com/history/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIqC79WrpKg&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dp8VOG8Cgag&list=PLlZipxJ8aPxkHFB1eor2Hg-a7kM_an3l2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x88Z5txBc7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FN6QX43QB4g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_XsEflqeTY
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 Continents of the World 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrT5jcnu8NA

